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PROPOSED CLAIM AMENDMENTS 

Amendment to the Claims : 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims : 

1-2. (canceled) 

3. (currently amended): A data format conversion method comprising: 

inputting information including a convert direction for converting a program of 
a first data format to a program of a second data format: and 

converting the program of the first data format to the program of the second 
data format, based on a conversion rule designated bv the convert direction of a data 
format contained in the information, 

wherein the information further includes the program of the first data format, 
and A data format conv o rs i on m e thod as d e f i n e d i n c l a i m 1 , 

wherein said conversion rule is acquired through a communication network. 

4-5. (canceled) 

6. (currently amended): Data format conversion eouipment comprising 
a computer, said computer comprising: 

reception means for acouiring input information containing a program of a first 
data format from a communication network: 

direction extract means for extracting a convert direction of a data format 
contained in said input information so acouired: 

data conversion rule acouisition means for acouiring a conversion rule of a 
data format corresponding to said convert direction extracted: 
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convert execution means for converting the program of the first data format to 
a program of a second data format on the basis of said conversion rule acouired; 
and 

transmission means for outputtino the converted program to said 
communication network, 

wherein said data format conversion eouioment further comprises: 

memory means for storing a conversion rule for converting the program of the 
first data format to the program, etc. of the second data format. 

wherein said memory means stores a plurality of conversion rules for 
executing conversion to a plurality of different second data formats in such a manner 
as to correspond to at least one first data format, and said data conversion rule 
acquisition means acouires a conversion rule corresponding to said convert direction 
from said memory means, and Data format convors i on equ ipment as d o f i n o d i n 
cla i m 5, 

wherein said data conversion rule acquisition means acquires said conversion 
rule stored in memory means provided outside from said communication network 
through said reception means. 

7. (original): Data format conversion equipment as defined in claim 6, 
wherein said memory means provided outside is memory means connected to said 
communication network in such a manner as to be capable of communication, or 
memory means provided to a controller having an embedded computer connected to 
said communication network in such a manner as to be capable of communication. 

8. (currently amended): Data format conversion equipment as defined in 
claim [4] 6, wherein said conversion rule is a conversion program for converting the 
first data format to the second data format, and said convert execution means 
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converts the program of the first format to the second data format in accordance with 
said conversion program. 

9. (currently amended): Data format conversion equipment comprising a 
computer, said computer comprising: 

communication means for acquiring input information containing a program, 
etc, of a first data format from a communication network; 

direction extract means for extracting a convert direction of a data format 
contained in said input information so acquired; 

data conversion rule acquisition means for acquiring a conversion program for 
executing conversion to a data format corresponding to the convert direction so 
extracted from outside through said communication means; and 

convert execution means for converting the program of the first data format to 
a program of a second data format on the basis of said conversion program so 
acquired, and outputting the converted program to said communication network 
through said communication m e ans; rneans A 

wherein said conversion program converts the program to a program of a third 
data format different from the first and second data formats, and then converts the 
program to the second data format. 

10. (original): Data format conversion equipment as defined in claim 9, 
wherein said data conversion rule acquisition means gains access to memory means 
provided outside through said reception means and acquires said conversion 
program from said communication network. 

1 1 . (original): Data format conversion equipment as defined in claim 9, 
wherein said convert execution means comprises a virtual machine and intermediate 
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conversion means for converting a program etc, to a third data format. 

12. (original): Data format conversion equipment as defined in claim 1 1 , 
wherein said virtual machine is a virtual machine of Java. 

13-1 6. (canceled). 

1 7. (currently amended): A controller for contro lli ng a contro lle d ta r g o t i n 
accordanc o w i th a prod o term i n o d program of a s e cond data format, comprising: 

a computer, 

wherein the controller controls a controlled target in accordance with a 
predetermined program of a second data format, and 
wherein said computer comprises: comprising: 

memory means for storing a program of a first data format i nputt e d I nByt 
through a communication network; and 

a function of outputting the program of the first data format stored in said 
memory means in response to a request input through said communication network. 

18. (original): A controller management system comprising: 

a controller including a computer for controlling a controlled target in 
accordance with a control program of a second data format stored in memory 
means; and 

a controller management apparatus so provided as to be capable of 
communicating with said controller through a communication network; 
said controller management apparatus including: 

a programmer unit for creating a control program of said controller by a first 
data format; and 
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a data format converter for inputting the program of the first data format 
created by said programmer unit, converting the program to a program of a second 
data format and outputting the program to said controller. 

19. (original): A controller management system as defined in claim 18, 
wherein said programmer unit and said data format converter are connected to each 
other through a communication network. 

20. (original): A controller management system as defined in claim 18, 
wherein said programmer unit includes input means for inputting conversion 
instruction for converting the program of the first data format to a second data 
format, and outputs a message having the convert direction added to the program of 
the first data format to said data format converter. 

21. (canceled). 
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